TO 91 .
o T&Iecommunicators Pension Benefits Working Group: s

o <¢s Office, OP
_EIECogfrsfg{]ed' Detention Deputies of Hennepin County Sheriff's @ | s
e Municators to the PERA Correctional Plan. o nreaso
. ; e . i . 5 s 5
'é"-te“Sil:)eve that adding this group to our plan would dilute our pension plan an< -
Th N of the terms of the plan. : h'ySi
The | .
s énﬁirz:?rl]nai reason for a separate plan for Carrectional Officers was pecause of our P
- W ~~'Mentand proximity to danger, on a daily basis. - ; o L
= 2 ‘ ca , '-:.='w_='_' -
' ét'e SPend a great deal of our workday with direct contact with inmates who could, an o
any time. . .
e have beel ¢
MQSt’ Of Us have been directly assaulted by inmates, physically or verbally, nearly_aﬁ of US 2 sausing
i | threats, physlcaf assalllairagss vo

Wi

- ;njt?es's 1o an assault on other staff. Assaults ranging from verba
ma ¥, sometimes lasting or permanent, having bodily fluids and other su

o .ny other kinds of physical and emotional trauma.

& have worked for many years to become vested in the pension plan, seven years in HCSO. .

or covering shifts for those

d CoVID positive inmates.

ffecting both us and

pstances thrown at us a?! o

.tEhVery si”Q‘? one of us has been affected by COVID, either being ill with it
T:t were sick. We have been in direct close proximity to sick and confirme

IS in turn has led us being subject to testing and exposures on a daily basis, &
out families.

Every single one had to deal with unrest of the summer of 2020 and the ensuing trial this last spring-
We have similar high-profile trials coming up in future months

. While we understand and appreciate the difficulties of the Telecommunicator and we in no way be.littie
- or demean the stress their profession has. However, there can be no reasonable or direct comparison

of the work we carry out as Correctional Officers with those of a Telecommunicator.

By the very nature of our work, we have close and daily physical contact with dangerous and violent
offenders. We are not remotely involved by phone or radio, we are there, in person, physically on the

scene, all of the time.
 We urge the committee to reject the inclusion of 911 Telecommunicator into the Correctional

pension plan.

Thank you
Detention Deputies

HCSO
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